
The 2006 CLAIR Fellowship Exchange Programme was held over 
10 days from the 5  to 15  of November. Fellowship participants 
toured both Tokyo and Saitama and attended several seminars 
and exchange events.  In Tokyo participants attended a seminar 
on Japanese local governance and administration held at CLAIR 
Headquarters on Monday, 6 November. The following day 
featured a tour of the Tokyo Metropolitan Police Department, 
National Diet Building, Edo- Tokyo Museum and Central 
Breakwater Landfill Disposal Site. From Wednesday 8, November 
participants traveled to Saitama City to view a case study of the 
Saitama Local Government Authority. Here they exchanged 
experiences and ideas directly with Japanese Local Government 
staff and toured key government facilities and institutions. Finally, 
participants were able to gain rare insight into Japanese culture 

and everyday life by being hosted by a Japanese family in the 
Saitama area. 
CLAIR would like to take this opportunity to thank all delegates 
who participated in the CLAIR Fellowship Exchange Programme 
2006, and offer a warm welcome to those attending in 2007.
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Ann Bennison: 
"The sense of timeliness and responsibility from the 
CLAIR staff meant we always felt informed, looked 
after and inspired. It was illuminating to see both 
the similarities and differences, and I loved getting 
to know Japan. I will certainly apply the 
appreciation of Japanese Local Government and 
also my appreciation of Japanese culture to my 
work.”

Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet, 
Commonwealth of Australia

“The fellowship program was very well organised 
and covered a wide area of interests, and I was 
made to feel very welcome everywhere I went. I 
now have a much better understanding of the 
backgrounds of many of the Japanese delegations 
that I host and how education is their responsibility. 
The encountering of a careers and school exhibition 
in one of the stadiums at Saitama City was an 
unexpected benefit of the site visit.”

Paul Askern:
"The CLAIR exchange was an insightful experience 
into Japan's system of local government, its history 
and culture, the wonderful scenery and friendliness 
of the Japanese people. The programme was well 
balanced between formal and informal activities. 
The organisation by CLAIR both in Sydney and 
Tokyo was faultless, generous and considerate. Our 
host city, Saitama, provided the grass roots 
perspective to our experience. Recommend the 
exchange to others? Definitely!”

“The exchange confirmed an earlier impression 
I had that Australia, as a country, is heavily 
dependent on international goodwill and that a 
continuing strong relationship with Japan is 
vital to our future prosperity.  I am extremely 
grateful to have been able to participate in the 
exchange, and to have learned a great deal 
more about Japan.”

Warren George:
"I found the CLAIR staff well-informed, helpful, 
prompt and accommodating, and thought the 
programme was run brilliantly. The format 
meant that there were good opportunities to 
discuss matters informally with CLAIR and 
various officials in a less structured manner. The 
programme also offered good opportunities to 
share and receive information with our 
Australian counterparts. Arigatou Gozaimasu!" 

Brendan Dowd:
"The programme was very well structured and 
run and it is a credit to all CLAIR staff who were 
involved. It reinforced to me that many of the 
issues faced by local government are universal. 
By having exchange programmes such as this it 
enables insight into how similar issues are 
addressed in an international context. Thank 
you so much for the opportunity!”

Roger Matthews:
"Developing an understanding of the Japanese 
system not only sets us up for better 
relationships, it also allows us to see some of 
our problems in different ways. The experience 
of seeing how other systems approach similar 
problems will contribute towards my breadth of 
understanding. It was a great trip!”
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Mick Petrovski:
The 2006 Fellowship Exchange Programme was 
an exciting personal experience. The opportunity 
to witness how challenges, similar for Councils 
in both our countries, are met by quite different 
means as result of our different cultural 
perspectives was professionally enlightening.  
What is most admirable is that local 
governments in Japan have an outward and 
international focus, while working hard to 
deliver the best services to local communities. I 
am grateful for the opportunity afforded me to 
participate in the programme and would 
commend it to others.

Steve Hackett:
"Overall the programme was very beneficial to 
me. I hope to transfer many of the initiatives I 
was privileged to see to my work at Penrith City 
Council. All the CLAIR staff were simply fantastic 
in their approach to the group, nothing was a 
problem, and nothing was left to chance. An 
absolute pleasure and a privilege to be able to 
take part, and there will be many great 
memories to draw back on for a long time to 
come. Congratulations to all connected to this 
special programme!”

Debbie Terelinck:
"The knowledge of the overall Japanese system 
of government was very beneficial and some of 
the issues being faced, such as the financial 
relationships between the national and local 
governments and the issue of amalgamations, 
are particularly relevant in Australia. Overall the 
organisation of the CLAIR programme was very 
thorough and was a great balance of lectures 
and site visits." 
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